




Over 250 women march 
through Vancouver on 
Valentine’s Day 1970  to  
begin a 3 month
national campaign on 
abortion rights



March/April  1970 

Demonstration  in support of 
Dr. Robert Makaroff after his 
arrest for abortion offences

Protestors confront  local 
doctors at Lawn Tennis Club 
meeting

Women descend on BC 
legislature and confront BC 
Health Minister Loffmark



Working on the Pedestal



Office  of Justice 
Minister John Turner  
refuses meeting in  
reply to March 19th

letter from Vancouver 
Women’s Caucus



Caravan heads off 
from Vancouver in 
Cathy Walker’s 
Volkswagen van, 
Betsy Wood’s 
(Meadley) 
convertible and 
Charlotte Bedard’s 
truck



Caravan stops for 
gas in Hope, BC

(l to r) Betsy Wood 
(Meadley), Dodie 
Weppler, Ellen 
Woodsworth, 
Gwen Hauser, 
Bonnie 
Beckwoman



Members of 
Caravan bed 
down for the 
night



Cathy Walker’s van 
as the Caravan 
travels through 
the Prairies

Caravan members 
raise fists in photo 
beside Betsy 
Wood’s (Meadley) 
convertible



Women join hands 
in solidarity at an  
Abortion Caravan 
event

During a stop in 
Calgary - Cathy 
Walker is standing 
in the door of the 
van, with Charlotte 
Bedard’s truck and 
camper in the 
background



Members of the 
Caravan prepare 
for guerrilla 
theatre  during a 
stop in the 
Prairies



Thunder Bay

Margie Taylor –
Thunder Bay 
supporter

Church in 
Thunder Bay 
where the  
meeting was held 

Lynn Curry –
Thunder Bay  
contact



Sudbury

This Sudbury Star 
photo of 
Abortion Caravan 
Guerrilla Theatre 
skit identifies 
actors as Mary 
Norton, Margaret 
Sanger, Emma 
Goldman and 
Helena 
Sutteridge(!)



Toronto

Marcy Cohen & 
Dawn 
Hemingway 
(Carrell) give 
clenched fist 
salute during 
event held  at St. 
Lawrence Centre



ON TO 
OTTAWA



Ottawa

“This Uterus is 
Not Government 
Property”

Jackie Larkin 
with sign worn by 
marchers at 
Parliament Hill 



Ottawa

Women 
protest for 
abortion 
rights on 
Parliament 
Hill 



Ottawa

Gwen Hauser 
reads a poem 
during the sit-in 
outside Prime 
Minister’s 
residence at 24 
Sussex Drive. 
Dawn 
Hemingway 
(Carrell) is to her 
right.



Ottawa

Demonstrators of 
the Abortion 
Caravan crash 
police lines at the 
entrance to the 
Prime Minister’s 
residence



Ottawa

Marcy Cohen 
uses megaphone  
while negotiating 
with RCMP 
during Abortion 
Caravan 
occupation of  
the Prime 
Minister’s lawn at 
24 Sussex



Ottawa

On May 11 Margo 
Dunn reads a 
speech outside 
the House of 
Commons before 
“the law” 
(Section 237) 
being held by 
Sandra Conway is 
symbolically 
burned



Ottawa

Protesters 
wearing red 
headscarves 
circle the 
Centennial Flame



Ottawa

Women with 
upraised fists 
outside House of 
Commons as 
inside protesters  
manage to halt 
the sitting of 
Parliament



Ottawa

Solidarity!



Ottawa

Protestors 
parade coffin up 
Parliament Hill 
steps. Charlotte 
Bedard is the 1st

right pallbearer.



Ottawa

Activists 
organize protest 
from the galleries 
inside the House 
of Commons and  
force an 
unprecedented 
adjournment of 
proceedings.



Ottawa

Women  hug 
following release 
from protest 
inside the House 
of Commons.

(l to r facing 
front: Dawn 
Hemingway 
(Carrell), Alma 
Marks)



Vancouver –
May 8,  1970

Vancouver 
Women’s Caucus 
March features 
Jean Rands as 
Federal Health 
Minister John 
Munro and Anne 
Roberts as BC 
Health Minister, 
Ralph Loffmark



Abortion 
Caravan 
Activists 

Then ….

Colette  Malo

Margaret 
Mahood
(Saskatoon) 

Cathy Walker



Marge Hollibaugh
& Dodie Weppler

Pat Davitt 



And Now …

Joan Baril
(Thunder Bay)

Doris Power
(Toronto)

Kathryn Keate
(Ottawa)

Sally Mahood
(Regina)



Charlotte Bedard

Ellen Woodsworth

Margo Dunn

Betsy Wood 
(Meadley)

Judy  Darcy



“ORIGINALS”

Bonnie Beckwoman
Charlotte Bedard
Marcy Cohen
Margo Dunn 
Hannah Gay 
Vicki Goodman
Gwen Hauser
Dawn Hemingway (Carrell)
Barbara Hicks
Colette Malo 
Mary Mathieson
Betsy Wood (Meadley)
Melody Rudd
Maxine Schnee
Mary Trew
Cathy Walker 
Ellen Woodsworth
Dodie Weppler

Thanks to the women whose vision 
inspired the Abortion Caravan, the 
"originals" who set off from
Vancouver in April 1970, and the 
many many more who joined, 
organized and supported it along 
the way. 

And thanks also to all those since 
then and  those  still on the 
frontlines in the fight to secure the 
right to choose.


