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Dear Reader,

 

     Thank you for taking the time to engage with our project, “Then and Now:

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the 1970 Abortion Caravan”. This preface is the

first in a series of position papers that our feminist coalition will release to mark the

occasion. The Caravan was a second-wave feminist action that played a central role

in the formation of Canada's abortion rights movement. In May 1970, seventeen women

set out on a two-week trek from Vancouver to Ottawa to reject Canada’s criminal

abortion law and demand free legal access. In the papers that follow, we underscore

the Caravan's significance to Canadian history and showcase how pro-choice

organizing in this country has evolved over the past 50 years. This project is the

collaborative effort of feminist organizations from across Canada, which is on land

that was and still is known to First Nations people as Turtle Island.

E D I T O R S ’  T H O U G H T S :  

 

     Although we are explicit in our pro-choice stance, our coalition recognizes that

abortion is a complex and polarizing issue. It was when the Caravaners demanded

legal reform in 1970, and it still is today. We expect that readers will have a wide

range of views on abortion. You may identify as pro-choice, along with 77% of

recently-polled Canadians who support a woman’s right to terminate an unwanted

pregnancy. If “supportive” does not characterize your position on this issue, we thank

you, nevertheless, for engaging with us here. Abortion is difficult to talk about, both

privately and publicly. A central part of living in a democratic society, however, is

having the freedom to dialogue with each other on a variety of social issues - even

about those which we feel ambivalent or disagree.
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     If you have had an abortion, you will bring this lived experience with you as you

read through our project. For some, the experience will have been positive and

affirming; for others, painful or simply practical; for others still, a life event you may

not have reflected upon for years or even decades. If you know or have supported

someone who has terminated a pregnancy, you also bring lived experience to this

issue. We encourage you to take time and reflect on that experience - whatever it may

have been. If you feel totally disconnected or opposed to abortion, take pause and

consider why.

11 May 2020

https://globalnews.ca/news/3290006/support-for-abortion-rights-strong-in-canada-but-poll-shows-we-are-middle-of-the-pack-globally/
http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years


     Also consider this: 1 in 3 women in Canada will have an abortion in their lifetime.

There is thus a high likelihood you know someone who has terminated a pregnancy,

someone who is currently deciding whether to, or someone who will in the future. It is

more likely you know several people who have had an abortion – they may be your

mothers, grandmothers, daughters, sisters, friends, lovers, acquaintances, or

colleagues. These people are also your fellow citizens, and their right to abortion has

long been secure under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms – specifically,

the Section 7 right to “life, liberty and security of person”. Madame Justice Bertha

Wilson forcefully underscored this point when she ruled on R. v Morgentaler - the

Supreme Court case that decriminalized abortion in Canada in 1988:

“This decision is one that will have profound psychological, economic and

social consequences for the pregnant woman. The circumstances giving

rise to it can be complex and varied and there may be, and usually are,

powerful considerations militating in opposite directions. It is a decision

that deeply reflects the way the woman thinks about herself and her

relationship to others and to society at large. It is not just a medical

decision; it is a profound social and ethical one as well. Her response to

it will be the response of the whole person.”
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     For us—two 30-something women who research and engage in pro-choice

organizing—the impact of the Caravan is clear. The women who participated belong

to a cadre of feminist leaders from the 1970s and '80s who fostered broad public

support for abortion, which ultimately led to legal reform. Since then, hundreds of

thousands of Canadians have terminated pregnancies under the care of

compassionate, medically-licensed providers. Many of the original Caravaners are still

with us and politically-active, and we are grateful to organize with them. As young

women, we value these cross-generational relationships and have learned much from

our feminist foremothers about the meaning of the second-wave mantra “The Personal

is Political”. We hope this project results in more Canadians similarly feeling grateful

for the Caravaners and their consequential work. On that note, we turn it over to an

original Caravaner now.

     Although the Caravaners were not directly involved in this legal battle, they were

among the first social activists to draw public attention to the inhumane nature of

Canada’s criminal abortion law. While Dr. Henry Morgentaler’s successful crusade for

legal reform has been written about extensively—and rightly so—the Abortion Caravan

is also central to our movement’s history, though lesser-known. As author Karin Wells

(2020) shows in her new book, The Abortion Caravan: When Women Shut Down

Government in the Battle for the Right to Choose, even the women of the Caravan did

not realize the depth of their impact for many years.

https://www.cfp.ca/content/66/1/42?rss=1
https://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/288/index.do?fbclid=IwAR0azA8-HuqDfReFabeLYSbIJ1_iBig3IXw2k3zfmDargmPICftcC5wg_Vo
http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/activism/issues-actions/reproductive-rights-and-choice/?fbclid=IwAR3hpqckbewl8f29lvDfnxCQysYoEJYsOqcSwj5SIkuBJGkw9SoqMJ9LjUk
https://jewishcurrents.org/canadas-father-of-reproductive-rights/?fbclid=IwAR2HfC0p2kjNsSONDkrg8FEzn4LevNBz7aDievN5nNxeFBSvM9AgZQu4tc4
http://www.morgentaler25years.ca/about-henry-morgentaler/books-and-films/#booksabout
https://vimeo.com/417497230
https://secondstorypress.ca/adult/theabortioncaravan


     The 1960s were exceptional times for our generation. As women, youth, students,

and workers, we rose up, joining together to fight for our rights and to gain more

control over our lives in Canada and around the world. As activists, we were waging

struggles against racism and sexism, in support of a healthy environment, as well as to

improve wages and working conditions and organize the unorganized. Tuition fees

made it difficult for working-class youth to attend university. Students demanded

access and a place in decision-making on campuses. On the streets, we marched in

opposition to wars of aggression launched by the United States against Vietnam,

Cambodia and other countries. Our opposition extended to the role of the Canadian

government. Everywhere, young people questioned and critiqued the status quo and

the prevailing culture, and women stood in the front ranks.

     As a key part of this upsurge, women’s liberation groups sprung up across Canada.

We demanded the right to control our own bodies as a necessary part of gaining

control over our lives. This included the right to birth control, abortion and all health-

related services vital for a good quality of life. Abortion remained an offense codified

in Section 251 of the Criminal Code of Canada. Omnibus Bill C-150, which came into

law in 1969 under the Trudeau government, had been touted as “legalization” (Wells

2020: Appendix 1). It “allowed” women access to abortion if they recieved "approval"

from a Therapeutic Abortion Committee (TAC) composed of three doctors who could

“approve” the procedure if they determined the pregnancy endangered the mental,

emotional or physical health of the mother. What proponents of the Bill failed to point 
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out was that the Bill did not

require hospitals to set up

TACs or provide abortions;

that many small and rural

communities across Canada

did not even have hospitals;

that abortion clinics

continued to be illegal; and,

most importantly, that

women did not have the right

to make this choice

themselves.

http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years


     Free abortion on demand became a national rallying call. In 1970, those of us in the

Vancouver Women’s Caucus put forward a proposal to women’s liberation groups

across the country: “Join together in a Caravan from the West coast to Ottawa

demanding abortion as a right for all women and its removal from the Criminal Code!”

(Wells 2020: Appendix 2). On 27 April, we began the long trek led by a Volkswagen

van, with a coffin on top representing all the women who had died. Painted on the

side panel was the slogan: “Abortion is Our Right!” and “Smash Capitalism!”, which

recognized the systemic roots of women’s oppression and exploitation. We were

activists and organizers, and, in partnership with women across the country, we paved

the way for events in cities and towns as we travelled from province to province.

Guerilla theatre, demonstrations, debates, and discussions put the right to abortion in

the spotlight everywhere.
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     Outraged when Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau and key Cabinet ministers refused to

meet with us in Ottawa, we were undeterred. Once again displaying our organizing

skills, we planned a large demonstration around the Centennial flame outside the

Parliament buildings – seemingly the culmination of our trek to Ottawa. At the same

time, behind the scenes, a small group of us, dressed in “proper” attire, mysteriously

obtained passes, and undetected entered the House of Commons visitors’ gallery. 

PHOTO CREDITS: Rhoda Rosenfeld

Failure to provide this critical health service affected thousands upon thousands of our

sisters, mothers and daughters in multiple ways – the most horrific being the death of

more than 2,000 women in Canada every year due to botched “back street” abortions.

This had to stop!

http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/culture/films/vancouver-womens-caucus-march-abortion-is-our-right-1970/


     Looking back 50 years later, what have we accomplished? One thing for sure: it is

wonderful to see a new generation of young women come forward to take up this

work. All of us together, we have and are making a difference. Abortion is no longer in

the Criminal Code. Access is better, although still an issue. The gender wage gap has

shrunk, yet still remains. There is more recognition of the leadership role of women in

multiple spheres and more women-centered health care options, including

practitioners with that focus. Although wars of aggression, poverty, racism, sexism and

other challenges remain in society, we’ve made a difference in those areas as well.

Indeed, one lesson of the Caravan remains clear, and that is our determination to take

things into our own hands and to be our own change-makers. We didn’t wait for

politicians to agree with or represent us in 1970. We set about taking on the challenge

ourselves. Whether back then or today, when women—younger and older—work

together, organize ourselves and speak our minds, we can move mountains!
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     Once successfully inside, one after another we rose up and began shouting from

our gallery seats that abortion be removed from the Criminal Code and that access be

recognized as a right for all women. Security rushed over to remove us but were

shocked and angered to discover that we had chained ourselves to the gallery seats!

Off they went for wire cutters. Ultimately, we forced the closure of Parliament for the

first time in Canadian history! Our work had only begun, but the right to abortion was

now squarely on the agenda of the country from coast to coast.

PHOTO CREDIT: Charlotte Bedard

http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/culture/photos/cof-4/


     The 1970 Abortion Caravan's cross-country trek culminated on Mother's Day

weekend in mid-May. 11 May was particularly significant, as it was the day the

Caravaners forced the closure of Parliament in Ottawa, our nation’s capital. Fifty

years later today—11 May 2020—we mark this important anniversary by embarking on a

virtual “trek” of our own. We have created a series of position papers to educate the

general public on pro-choice organizing in Canada from 1970 onwards. The following

papers build upon each other and will be posted to Action Canada’s website in

succession. Upon completion, they will collectively showcase our movement’s gains,

concerns and current demands. 

Decolonize Abortion Care: Reproductive Justice for Indigenous Communities

Expanding Abortion Training and Provision

Clinic 554 Needs Full Funding

International Solidarity and Abortion Access

Abortion Care for Trans and Gender Non-Binary People

Comprehensive Sex Education and Abortion Care for Youth

Countering Opponents

Destigmatizing Abortion in Canada

JOIN US: www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years

the matriarchs in our lives. It is about

celebrating birth. Whether or not

your political values align with ours,

the reality is that abortion is a

critical part of maternal health care

and thus central to this celebration.

Our collective feels it imperative that

all Canadians reflect on all

pregnancy outcomes, which include

terminations, and we hope our

project—the 2020 Abortion Caravan

—facilitates such reflection.

A  C A L L  T O  A C T I O N  

I N  T H E  M O N T H  O F  M A Y

The above papers were written and assembled by members of our movement, whose

intersectional identities reflect its diversity. We are young and old, women and men,

people of various ethnicities, and people who identify as LGBTQIA+.

PHOTO CREDIT: OCAC

      May is a month of renewal and growth that transitions us between the spring

equinox and summer solstice. It is a time to come together to honour maternity and

http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
http://ocac-choice.com/about/
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     When our coalition began meeting in Fall 2019 to plan the 50th anniversary of the

Caravan, we had no idea that life was going to change so dramatically. COVID-19

disrupted the commemorative plans we had long been making and forced us to adapt

and move our in-person actions online. It is important to the members of our coalition

that we physically gather to honour the 1970 Abortion Caravan—and that is what we

will do—but only when we can all be safe.

     COVID-19 has also made the demands outlined in our document all the more

urgent. Canada’s patchwork quilt of abortion access hurts us all. With no providers

terminating pregnancies after 23 weeks and 6 days gestation, some Canadians will be

forced to choose between travelling to the United States where later term abortions

are available or carrying unwanted pregnancies to term. COVID-19 is thefore a

forceful reminder of how relevant the Caravaners' demands for free, safe and legal

abortion were in 1970, as they are today.

A  F I N A L  N O T E  O N  

T H E  I M P A C T  O F  C O V I D - 1 9

PHOTO CREDIT: Rise Up! Feminist Digital Archive

http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
https://www.macleans.ca/opinion/why-the-abortion-pill-is-more-important-than-ever-during-the-coronavirus/
https://www.actioncanadashr.org/resources/factsheets-guidelines/2019-09-19-access-glance-abortion-services-canada?fbclid=IwAR0pSGFsegCx5Yj5dQHUmVx1B9W9kDhZTn2YoPZ42ssaUud5HkpizHCVj7Q
https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/wp-content/uploads/AbortionCaravan-1.jpg
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     We want to give special recognition to our co-editors and contributing authors

Jaime Nikolaou and Robyn Schwarz. We also extend thanks to all contributing authors

who wrote for this project, whom we have alphabetized by surname: Jill Doctoroff,

Ness Fraser, Clare Hacksel, Nick van der Graaf, Dawn Hemingway, Rachel Hurst,

Brockenshire Lemiski, Megan McCann, Laura O’Connor, Maria O’Leary, Karen Pearlston,

and Cathy Walker. We are also immensely grateful to the following people for their

editorial support: Joyce Arthur, Lyndsey Butcher, Carolyn Egan, Sandy Fainer, Bonnie

Fox, Carly Greco, Jordana Greenblatt, Clare Hacksel, David Jefferess, Sheri Krieger,

Alicia Langill, Karen Pearlston, Bojana Radan, Judy Rebick, Michelle Robidoux,

Margaret Ross, Jo Scofield, Janet Solberg, and Karin Wells - along with others who

wished to be thanked anonymously. Alicia Langill and Jo Scofield supported us

invaluably via graphic design. We also want to thank Nahanni Fontaine, and extend

gratitude to all Indigenous women across Turtle Island whose labour, knowledge and

expertise went into developing many of the ideas we discuss here. As settlers who are

not native to this land doing sexual and reproductive health work, we recognize that

we are part of a history of colonization and acknowledge that Canada and Canadians

are still occupying Indigenous land.

     The following feminist organizations came together to create this project: Action

Canada for Sexual Health and Rights, the Ontario Coalition for Abortion Clinics,

SHORE Centre, National Abortion Federation Canada, the Abortion Rights Coalition of

Canada, Choice in Health, the Canadian Association of Midwives, and the Rise Up!

Feminist Digital Archive. We are grateful for the intellectual and technical support that

each of these organizations has provided.

     As a feminist collective, we have learned so much from each other by collaborating

on this project, as the Caravaners did 50 years ago on their own cross-country trek.

We are proud to carry their legacy forward - virtually - in May 2020. Both then and

now, all are welcome on our Abortion Caravan. 

Yours in Choice,

 

The Abortion Caravan, 1970-2020

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S

http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
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The list below is not exhaustive, but contains many of the scholarly works on the 1970

Abortion Caravan. It does not contain works that we hyperlink in the preface above.

We encourage readers who wish to learn more about the history of the Caravan to

start here.
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     While the Caravaners’ 1970 call for abortion on demand sought to unite women across

Canada on this gender equality issue, their campaign did not address the unique

concerns facing Indigenous women living in a country that was founded upon the brutal

and oppressive colonization of their peoples. While the Vancouver Women’s Caucus

(VWC) - from which the Caravan emerged - published writing that recognized the

“double oppression” of Indigenous women, girls and two-spirited people and organized

with the Native Alliance for Red Power in British Columbia, none of the women who set

out on the Caravan were Indigenous. In part, this lack of racial diversity reflects that VWC

members met through Simon Fraser University, which like most Canadian universities in

the 1960s was a predominantly white institution.
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 abortion by opposing Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau’s 1969 White Paper - a policy

they argued allowed the federal government to absolve itself from taking responsibility

for historical injustices it had committed against Indigenous people. For example,

Kanien’kehá:ka (Mohawk) elder Mary Two-Axe Early opposed First Nations women’s loss

of status under the Indian Act when they married non-Indigenous men - an assimilationist

policy that forbid these women from living on reserve communities they belonged to.

PHOTO CREDIT: Simon Fraser 

University, Indigenous Studies

Indigenous feminists also drew attention to

the forcible removal of their children, who

were put into residential schools from the

1880s until the mid-1990s and apprehended

by child welfare officers starting from the

1950s onwards. Residential schooling and

the period now known as the "Sixties

Scoop" were policies that were explicitly

colonial in intent, rendering motherhood

and child rearing exceptionally difficult for

First Nations women and their extended kin.

  

 

     Indigenous people have resisted the colonial structures of Canadian society for more

than 500 years. Around the time of the 1970 Caravan, First Nations women, including Rose

Charlie of the Indigenous Homemakers Association of British Columbia, , mobilized around 

https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/publications/the-pedestal/pedestal_02_02/
http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/the-white-paper-1969
http://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/the_white_paper_1969/
http://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/the_white_paper_1969/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/mary-two-axe-earley
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/mary-two-axe-earley
http://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/the_white_paper_1969/
http://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/the_white_paper_1969/
http://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/the_white_paper_1969/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/a-history-of-residential-schools-in-canada-1.702280
https://www.cbc.ca/cbcdocspov/m_features/the-sixties-scoop-explained
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/indian_homemakers_association/


     Indigenous women, girls and two-spirited people face particular challenges when

accessing sexual and reproductive healthcare. For one, those who must travel for

abortion care often experience an associated loss of privacy, since most reserves are

tight knit communities. Additionally, registered nurses are often the primary care

providers on reserves, which poses a problem since only nurse practitioners can provide

abortions, as we discuss below (see "Expanding Abortion Training and Provision" below).

Join Us: https://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-yearsJoin Us: www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-yearsJOIN US: www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years

     The Canadian state enacted other forms of reproductive violence against indigenous

women, girls and two-spirited people throughout the 20th century. From the late 1920s to

‘70s, Indigenous women in BC and Alberta were systemically targeted under a series of

Sexual Sterilization Acts, leading Lee Maracle, a Vancouver-based activist to argue in her

1990 book Bobbi Lee Indian Rebel that Canada was using abortion as an instrument of

genocide. The National Aboriginal Council of Midwives further asserts that First Nations

communities have always had midwives who supported all pregnancy outcomes, including

abortion. The centuries-long and continued suppression of these traditional healing

practices, compounded by the lack medical services on reserve, has led many Indigenous

people to be profoundly distrustful of mainstream healthcare in Canada.

     Indigenous feminists continue to organize to establish culturally-sensitive sexual and

reproductive health services for and in their own communities. The 2019 National Inquiry

into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls urgently demanded that the

federal government fund community-based, Indigenous-centred healthcare across

Canada on- and off-reserve, including abortion. Indigenous feminists have also been

opening birthing centers across Canada in recent years (e.g., Toronto Birth Centre and

the Tsi Non:we Ionnakeratstha Ona:grahsta Six Nations Maternal and Child Centre), as

well as lobbying policymakers to expand midwives’ scope of practice such that

Indigenous midwives would be able to provide medication abortion in their communities.

PHOTO CREDIT: Toronto Birth Centre
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Explore the work of the Native Youth Sexual Health Network. 

Read why the National Abortion Council of Midwives views midwifery as central to

reconciliation.

Listen to Episode 74 of the podcast Media Indigena. It features historian Mary Jane

McCallum, who discusses the historical mistreatment of First Nations people by

Canada’s healthcare system.

L E A R N  M O R E

In the abstract, we understood that birth control pills were being tested

out on racialized women from poor countries and that Indigenous women

were more likely to be forcibly sterilized. We realized this was very

wrong… but in reality we had no contact with racialized or indigenous

women in our daily lives and no consciousness about the importance of

reaching out to these women. 

M A R C Y  C O H E N ,  

O R I G I N A L  C A R A V A N E R

Donate to Indigenous organizations that do sexual and reproductive health work, such

as the Native Youth Sexual Health Network.

Read Reclaiming Power and Place: The Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing

Murdered and Girls and think about which of the calls to action you can work on in

your own community.

Show up and support Indigenous-led movements, including No More Stolen Sisters and

Idle No More.

S U P P O R T  O U R  W O R K

O U R  D E M A N D S

Indigenous women, girls and two-spirited people must be trusted and empowered to

make their own sexual and reproductive health care choices.

Every Indigenous person must have access to Mifegymiso in their own communities.

This may require a systematic overhaul of healthcare access on reserves. 

On-reserve nursing stations must have local Indigenous staff, and off-reserve abortion

clinics must hire Indigenous people.

All abortion providers in Canada must receive ongoing anti-oppression training that is

Indigenous-led and informed.

http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
http://www.nativeyouthsexualhealth.com/areasofwork.html
http://www.nativeyouthsexualhealth.com/areasofwork.html
https://indigenousmidwifery.ca/reconciliation-regulation-risk/
https://mediaindigena.libsyn.com/ep-74-starvation-experimentation-segregation-trauma-indigenous-health-history
http://www.nativeyouthsexualhealth.com/index.html
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/
https://www.amnesty.ca/our-work/campaigns/no-more-stolen-sisters
http://www.idlenomore.ca/
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     In 1970, the Caravaners drove across Canada demanding that everyone have the right

to access free, safe and legal abortion in their own communities. Fifty years later, the

province of New Brunswick still refuses to fully fund terminations performed outside of

hospitals, forcing many to travel far from home to access time-sensitive abortion care.

PHOTO CREDIT: NB Media Co-op

     In 1989, a year after abortion was decriminalized in Canada, New Brunswick legislators

added Regulation 84-20, Schedule 2 (Reg 84-20) to its Medical Service Payment Act.

Originally, they did so to prevent Dr. Henry Morgentaler from opening a private clinic in

Fredericton, but undeterred, he opened a clinic in the provincial capital in 1994. Two

decades later, Reg 84 -20 is still on the books in New Brunswick, which prohibits

abortions performed in clinic settings from being paid for through public health

insurance. Until 2015, the regulation also required that two doctors certify the abortion

was medically-necessary, which the Supreme Court struck down in principle when it

decriminalized the procedure in 1988.

     For ten years, the Fredericton Morgentaler Clinic provided pro-bono abortions for

thousands of individuals who could not afford the $700 ancillary fee the province of New

Brunswick refused to pay. The clinic was financially squeezed as a result and soon after

Morgentaler died, was ultimately forced to close in July 2014. Grassroots collectives

Reproductive Justice New Brunswick (RJNB) and the Fredericton Youth Feminists

coalesced at this point, and responded by raising money through crowd-sourcing to re-

open the clinic and by campaigning to repeal Reg 84-20. In January 2015, Clinic 554 thus

opened in the original location of the Frederiction Morgentaler Clinic. The new clinic not 
only filled the gap in abortion services, but

provided primary medical care for 600 patients

on a lengthy provincial waitlist. It also launched

services for LGBTQ+ people in need of a family

doctor. Clinic 554 is highly respected nation-

wide as a result, with medical director Dr. Adrian

Edgar being recognized for his work both by

Inter Pares and the College of Family Physicians

of Canada. Today, Clinic 554 continues to

provide essential gender-confirming healthcare

for patients in the Maritimes - indeed, it the only

clinic to do so.

NEW BRUNSWICK MUST FULLY FUND ABORTION:
#SAVECLINIC554

H I S T O R Y

http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
https://nbmediacoop.org/2020/03/28/save-clinic-554-campaign-the-fight-continues/
https://www.canlii.org/en/nb/laws/regu/nb-reg-84-20/latest/nb-reg-84-20.html
https://journals.lib.unb.ca/index.php/Acadiensis/article/view/24363/28211
http://activehistory.ca/2017/08/activehistory-ca-repost-before-mifegymiso-a-history-of-rural-womens-access-to-abortion/
http://activehistory.ca/2017/08/activehistory-ca-repost-before-mifegymiso-a-history-of-rural-womens-access-to-abortion/
https://ifls.osgoode.yorku.ca/nbabortion/
https://ifls.osgoode.yorku.ca/nbabortion/
https://fundrazr.com/aoCmf?ref=ab_08ZU7IBzqFy08ZU7IBzqFy
https://interpares.ca/news/two-winners-2019-peter-gillespie-social-justice-award?fbclid=IwAR1e7d57znELLCdBDmZBjuYzpz8a7DxZvPhfS9mD9pgebOkq1Vjb5n6zBVU
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     Since opening in 2015, Clinic 554 has been hampered by New Brunswick legislators'

refusal to fund clinic-based abortions. Although former Liberal Premier Brian Gallant

claimed his government had done more than any other by removing the two-doctor

permission in Reg 84-20—which, albeit, allowed for a modest expansion of hospital abortion

services—he simultaneously refused to acknowledge that the Spring 2018 flood of downtown

Fredericton (and Clinic 554, by proxy) created a crisis in abortion access. When Fredericton

flooded again in 2019, Progressive Conservative Blaine Higgs—the province's current Premier

—similarly ignored the problem. As a result, Clinic 554 became financially unsustainable

once again, and the building was put up for sale in Fall 2019.

C U R R E N T  I S S U E S

PHOTO CREDITS: Clinic 554

    In 1995, the federal Minister of Health directed all provinces to obey the Canada

Health Act (CHA) by funding clinics outside of hospital settings that provide

medically necessary services, including abortion. Last year, the federal Liberals

reminded New Brunswick's government that not funding Clinic 554 violated the CHA

and, in February 2020, actually withheld health transfer payments to the province.

When COVID-19 hit the country a month later, however, the withdrawal was

temporarily reimbursed. 

     Despite the crisis, Clinic 554 remains open - dependent on community support and

crowdfunding until a new buyer for the building is found or until the province radically

shifts its position. The loss of Clinic 554 would be a travesty for healthcare in Eastern

Canada, as it would severely erode abortion access, reproductive health and LGBTQ2S+

services, and primary healthcare for thousands of Maritimes residents.

http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
https://nbmediacoop.org/2018/05/08/gallant-do-something-about-abortion-access-during-the-flood/
https://nbmediacoop.org/2018/05/08/gallant-do-something-about-abortion-access-during-the-flood/
https://nbmediacoop.org/2018/05/08/gallant-do-something-about-abortion-access-during-the-flood/
https://www.arcc-cdac.ca/backrounders/HC-letter-Jan1995.pdf
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Donate to Clinic 554 so it can continue provide pro-bono abortion care in New

Brunswick under Reg 84-20.

Sign Clinic 554’s petition to the provincial government, as well as the Abortion Rights

Coalition of Canada’s petition to the federal government, which call for the repeal of

Reg 84-20 in New Brunswick.

Write to Premier Blaine Higgs, demanding that New Brunswick reverse its 30+ year

violation of the CHA and fully fund abortions in all medically-licensed facilities.

Get involved in the Campaign to Save Clinic 554 by emailing

saveclinic554@gmail.com.

Watch the NFB (2012) documentary Status Quo? The Unfinished Business of

Feminism of Canada for in-depth coverage of Clinic 554, abortion barriers in New

Brunswick, and original video footage of the 1970 Abortion Caravan.

Join Us: https://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-yearsJOIN US: www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years

The federal government must withhold health transfer

payments to the province of New Brunswick and

redirect those funds to directly fund Clinic 554.

New Brunswick must repeal Regulation 84-20 and fully

fund clinic-based abortions.

Community-based abortion care must be expanded

throughout New Brunswick and other Maritime

provinces.

O U R  D E M A N D S

S U P P O R T  O U R  W O R K

L E A R N  M O R E

Follow and share @SaveClinic554

on Twitter and Facebook and

@ReprojusticeNB on Twitter and

Facebook.

Read the NB Media Co-op’s

extensive coverage of Clinic 554,

starting with this article: “The Truth

About Clinic 554 in Fredericton”.

Read Lianne McTavish's (2015)

essay about the history of Abortion

in New Brunswick.

http://www.clinic554.ca/donations.html
https://www.change.org/p/hon-ted-flemming-repeal-restrictions-to-abortion-access-in-new-brunswick
https://www.change.org/p/government-of-canada-federal-gov-t-take-action-against-nb-for-not-funding-clinic-554
https://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/commit-resist/new-brunswick-needs-your-help
http://gmail.com/
https://www.nfb.ca/film/status_quo_the_unfinished_business_of_feminism/?fbclid=IwAR28AEEX5jv8lLTmkWpb4T_B7XHyzS1kK6Zf8zgxNOloX8pOffaiAEmrfxM
http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
https://nbmediacoop.org/2020/05/19/the-truth-about-clinic-554-in-fredericton/
https://journals.lib.unb.ca/index.php/Acadiensis/article/view/24363/28211
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ABORTION CARE INCLUDES 

TRANS AND GENDER NON-BINARY PEOPLE 

JOIN US: www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years

     Cisgender women, like TGNB people, share the experience of gender-based

oppression, which include barriers to bodily autonomy and self-determination. Abortion is

a key issue in the contemporary movement to achieve rights and recognition for TGNB 

     In their 1970 open letter, “Re: Abortion Strategy”, the Vancouver Women’s Caucus

outlined the objectives and political strategies of the Abortion Caravan. They declared:

“We see the demand for the right to control our own bodies as a necessary part of the

fight for the control of our own lives.”  Fifty years later, their words still ring true: an

affirmation that bodily autonomy and self-determination are central to any discussion of

abortion. By extension, any discussion of abortion should also reflect the experiences of

trans and gender non-binary (TGNB) people.

     Language and representation also contribute to erasure and exclusion when TGNB

people access services. Abortion is generally referred a “women’s issue,” facilities are

often called “women’s health clinics”, and staff and providers sometimes make

assumptions about the words people use for their body parts. Bathroom facilities tend

to be gendered in abortion clinics, and images of cisgender women are generally used

in waiting rooms and informational material.

     Like cisgender women, TGNB people access abortion, and they face multiple barriers

when they do. Because abortion is time-sensitive, TGNB people often tolerate abortion

care that ignores or erases their identity (e.g., providers who use the wrong pronouns or

gender their body parts as “female”). Some TGNB people even present as cisgender

women to receive abortion care. 

C U R R E N T  I S S U E S

H I S T O R Y

PHOTO CREDIT: Diana Meredith

people, and TGNB people have long been central

to the reproductive rights movements, as activists

and people who have abortions. Still, their

presence was and sometimes remains

acknowledged in activist circles, akin to how

abortion was always recognized as a central

health equity issue for TGNB people. It essential to

develop inclusive principles in abortion care and

activism, since the benefits accrue to all people

who face unwanted pregnancy.

http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/teens/all-about-sex-gender-and-gender-identity/what-do-transgender-and-cisgender-mean
https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/activism/issues-actions/the-abortion-caravan/abortioncaravan-abortionstrategy-1970-ocr/
https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/culture/photos/dykes-for-choice-at-toronto-morgentaler-clinic-july-1983/
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     TGNB people also face discrimination and

marginalization within feminist movements,

which is rooted in longstanding division

around recognizing shared experiences of

oppression based on gender. Arguments

against the explicit inclusion of TGNB people

in abortion advocacy claim that gender-

inclusive language erases the experience of

cisgender women. However, while such

arguments do not concretely enhance access

for cisgender women, they do contribute to 

L E A R N  M O R E

Jones, Rachel K., Elizabeth Witwer, and Jenna Jerman. 2020. “Transgender Abortion

Patients and the Provision of Transgender-specific Care at Non-hospital Facilities that

Provide Abortions”. Contraception: X 2: 1-2.  

Lowik, A.J. 2017-19. "Trans Inclusive Abortion Services: A Manual for Providers on

Operationalizing Trans-inclusive Policies and Practices in an Abortion Setting". Manual

has been adapted for all provinces, the Yukon, Canada, and the United States. 

Abortion clinics should engage in an ongoing evaluation of their services, including

providing opportunities for TGNB people to provide timely and anonymous feedback. They

should update intake forms to provide space for clients to indicate preferred pronouns and

their name (if different from that used in official identification). 

Abortion providers should receive mandatory and ongoing medical training that includes

issues relevant to TGNB people

Feminist movements should use gender-inclusive language when discussing abortion.

O U R  D E M A N D S

S U P P O R T  O U R  W O R K

Refer to abortion as an issue that is relevant to all people who can become pregnant by

using inclusive language (e.g., “cisgender women and TGNB people”).

If you work in healthcare, encourage your workplace to engage in self-reflection and

evaluate the gender-inclusivity of your informational materials, bathroom signage, intake

forms, clinic policies, and the gender diversity of your staffing. Normalize opportunities for

clients to share their gender pronouns and ask people about which words they use to

describe their body parts.  

PHOTO CREDIT: 
The Gender Spectrum Collection

barriers to accessing gender-affirming abortion care and transphobia within feminist

communities - all which create a hostile environment that increases the vulnerability

and invisibility of TGNB people.

http://www.actioncanadashr.org/campaigns/abortion-caravan-celebrating-50-years
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/who-has-abortions/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conx.2020.100019
https://www.ajlowik.com/publications#/transinclusive-abortion
https://www.arcc-cdac.ca/postionpapers/101-transgender-inclusivity.pdf
https://genderphotos.vice.com/

